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REDUCTION INSTRUCTIONS                        [image: image1.wmf]
A reduction is a personalized review sheet that reflects an entire literary work and helps you retain or review the content.  If you use this technique for other disciplines, it could focus on an entire chapter of a textbook in order to help you study.  The reduction should be self-designed and all-inclusive.  It should be so comprehensive that months after its creation, the reduction will help you to remember the essence of a literary work.  Reductions will be an invaluable tool to help you study for the AP Exam, and we will be completing them on all major works read in this class.  

Note:  Do NOT use complete sentences.  You may use words, phrases, or quotes.  You may use pictures or symbols.  Organize the material in some manner that facilitates YOUR retention of key concepts.  Your reduction should be on one side of an 8 ½  x  11 piece of unlined paper.   (I recommend placing each in a sheet protector and putting in your binder).

REDUCTION REQUIREMENTS

· Author and Title

· Characters/role/relationships to one another/significance of those relationships
· Highlights of the plot

· Description of turning point(s)

· Setting(s)—time and place

· Themes and motifs

· Literary techniques/specific examples of literary terms/literary elements
· Notes on narration/voice/point of view

· Symbols and meaning
 REDUCTION POSSIBILITIES

· Any pertinent or relevant background information about the author or context

· Genre

· Graphs and diagrams

· Important quotes/significance

· Important vocabulary or terms

· Pictures

· Maps

· Significance of the title of the work
· Important connections; allusions; references
