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Thornapple Kellogg High School

AP English Program

Instructor:  Mrs. K. Davidson

What are the Benefits of the Advanced Placement (AP) Program?

For Colleges and Universities:

· It identifies and attracts highly motivated students who have succeeded in rigorous, college-level courses and demonstrated their ability through demanding national examinations.

· It provides admissions officers with an excellent predictor of student success in college.

· It enables students to diversify and deepen their college curriculum by placing them out of introductory level college courses to which they have demonstrated competence.

For Students:

· It can provide college credit for courses taken in high school.

· It develops the analytical and study skills required to succeed in college courses.

· It motivates students to undertake more challenging work in both high school and college.

· It sets students on a more likely path to college graduation, double majors, and graduate school.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Overview of AP English Literature and Composition

AP English Course Criterion

All students desiring to enter an AP English course must successfully complete the summer assignments.  We will hold a Socratic Seminar over the text, and you will write a thesis paper upon your return the first week.
Students who enroll in the AP English course should do so with the desire to excel and be successful, and they should be well-aware of the expectations that they must meet.

AP English Literature Course Description:

At the high school level, and Advanced Placement (AP) classes serve two purposes:  (1) to prepare high school students for college level work and (2) to allow students to receive accreditation based upon successful performance on the College Board AP Exams following AP English Literature or AP English Language and Composition.


Successful AP students are typically task oriented, proficient readers who are able to set priorities with regard to time and responsibilities.  Parent support of the program also plays a key role in the success of these students.


Research has proven that reading comprehension is the best indicator of future success in upper-level studies and college courses.  The only way for that skill to develop is through consistent practice; therefore, AP English courses require students to read many works of literature each year.


The Advanced Placement Program® (AP) is a collaborative effort among motivated students; dedicated teachers; and committed high schools, colleges, and universities.  Since its inception in 1955, the Program has enabled millions of students to take college-level courses and exams, and to earn college credit or placement, while still in high school.  Most colleges and universities in the United States, as well as colleges and universities in more than 40 other countries, have an AP policy granting incoming students credit, placement, or both on the basis of their AP Exam grades. Many of these institutions grant up to a full year of college credit (sophomore standing) to students who earn a sufficient number of qualifying AP grades.  Each year, an increasing number of parents, students, teachers, high schools, and colleges and universities turn to the AP Program as a model of educational excellence.  Students can find more information and practice tests at the AP student  site (www.collegeboard.com/apstudents).

AP Course Audit

To receive authorization from the College Board to label a course “AP,” schools must demonstrate how their courses meet or exceed these requirements, which colleges and universities expect to see within a college-level curriculum. Your TK AP Literature and Composition course curriculum and syllabus has been approved by the National College Board for AP credit.  It was reviewed by at least three college/university English professors and a committee.

The AP English Course Expectations are as follows:

Late work:

The AP Literature course does not allow credit for most late work.  If students do not turn in assignments by the due date and time, they will receive a zero for that assignment.  Extenuating circumstances occur and should be discussed with the teacher IN ADVANCE of the due date.  Improperly functioning technology including computers, disks and printers that don’t work are NOT valid reasons for late work.   You must learn to manage your time.
Retesting:

The AP Literature course does not allow for retesting.  Students must be prepared for every test.

Reading:

Students enrolled in the AP Literature course must complete the summer assignments.  These will constitute much of your first trimester grade.  Failure to complete summer work by the due date will result in a zero for the first grades of the trimester.  In addition, students and parents should know that reading assignments for the school year are both strenuous and strict.
***Academic Dishonesty***

The student handbook defines plagiarism as the use of another person’s original ideas or writing as one’s own without giving the other person credit.  Examples of plagiarism include discussing and/or copying answers to homework assignments with other persons, copying or paraphrasing information found on the internet or in another reference source without citing the information as coming from a secondary source, and copying or paraphrasing research papers.  Students guilty of plagiarism or cheating are subject to level-two disciplinary action including detention/suspension and a zero on the assignment for both parties.
To succeed, AP students must:

· Be able to read and comprehend very well

· Be confident in class discussion and oral expression

· Be able to listen and participate in the thoughtful exchange of ideas

· Take responsibility for reading and writing assignments without relying on Cliff Notes, internet summaries, and other available resources

· Be able to accept and to offer constructive criticism

· Be able to accept and to offer questions for which there are no clear answers

· Possess writing abilities which demonstrate control of mechanics, grammar, and usage, organization, diction, and syntax

· Seek out challenges and new concepts

· Possess a respect and regard for literature, composition, and learning in general

· Be willing to go beyond the minimum requirements of any assignment
Please—henceforth, always come to class with your materials prepared and printed out ahead of time.  You will not be allowed to leave class to go print your papers.  They will be late.  Be prepared.  

From this point forward, (1) ALWAYS print an extra hard copy of any papers or large works and (2) SAVE your work (F:drive, flash drive, at home, whatever)  This will ensure that if one gets “lost”, you have a backup.  If your technology “fails”, you have a backup.  

*If you have questions or a problem at any time, please don’t wait until the last minute.  Call me at (269) 804-7130 or email me at:  kdavidson@tkschools.org  I will check my emails regularly.  
If you have any problems or concerns during the course of the year, please, please see me right away to discuss after school or during office hour (not during class time!)  Open communication is key.  Take the initiative—don’t have your parents handle your problems for you.  When you are in college next year, you’ll have to deal with your professors all by yourself.  This is a good time, and a safe place, to start practicing being your own advocate.  I’m always here to help you.
STUDENT EMAIL:

*You will need your student gmail address by which we can communicate during the school year.  You will do much work on Google.docs.  Please learn how to use it!  
Here are some FAQ’s about the class and AP program
· The Exam
Each May, the CollegeBoard holds national AP Exams.  You will take the AP Literature Exam here at TK on the same day everyone else in the country takes it.  It costs about $85 and you get your results in July.  It consists of 60 multiple choice questions over 3 pieces of literature, and three essays over poetry and prose analysis (120 minutes).  If you earn a score of a 3, 4 or 5, you may be eligible to earn college credit for it.  Most colleges accept a passing AP English Exam (score 3 or higher) equivalent to one year of English and/or Composition.  Check the college/university you are interested in to see what their AP credit rules are.

· Why should I take this class and the exam?  Looks like a lot of work and money!
Thousands of four-year colleges grant credit, placement, or both for qualifying AP Exam grades, because these grades represent a level of achievement equivalent to that of students who take the corresponding college course.

1. Earn possible college credit (save money!)  

2. Skip of “comp out” of basic college freshmen classes and start at an advanced level (and save $$$!)

3. Prepare yourself for college reading and writing—taking a challenging class will only put you ahead once you get to college!  

4. It might help you get in to the college of your choice—admissions officers love to see students taking the most rigorous classes available to them when considering accepting you or not.

· Is this class hard?  

Yes.  It is rigorous, college-level course and requires a great deal of outside reading and writing.  It is taught like a college course—you are expected to do the reading and writing outside of class and come to class each day prepared to discuss and participate fully in a college-like atmosphere.

· What is the grading scale?  

It is on a 5-point AP grading scale.

· How do I know if I am ready for this class?

In order to be successful in this class, you need to be really self-motivated, a capable reader and writer, and willing to put forth the effort required.  You need to be willing to read everything you are assigned without resorting to “Sparksnotes” or other shortcuts.  You must be mature enough to work in a class run in a college format and be responsible for your work and grades.  You need to be willing to accept criticism from both your instructor and your peers when editing your papers.  You should really enjoy reading a variety of materials including poetry and prose, Shakespeare and modern drama.  You must be an excellent, highly motivated English student in order to be successful.

· Is this class 3 trimesters long?  

Yes.  You should join the class planning to take the AP Exam in May—and all three trimesters of the class.  We are learning new material right up to the test date in May—the 3rd trimester is not necessarily just test “review”.

· Is this run like a college class?
Yes.  This is a college level class.  It will be run in that format.  If we wonder if something is “o.k.”, we will both ask ourselves—would a professor at U of M or GVSU think so?  (examples: Will you take late work?  No.  Can I turn this in to you in pencil or purple marker—my printer ran out of ink last night?  No.  Even if my mom sends in a note telling you that we really, truly ran out of printer ink???   Still, no.  I got home really late from…(insert excuse…my game, work, grandmas, etc) last night, can I have an extra day?  Nope.  Can I just refer to the movie version of this novel?  No.  May I bring in my morning cup of  cappuccino and drink it during class?  Sure!)
1. You are expected to come to class prepared every day.  No credit for late work. If all assignments are in, extra credit can be negotiated.

2. You are expected to do more than the bare minimum required to “pass” this class.  You will be asked to read some pieces more than once.  You will have to read on your own.  Do your best—for yourself.  There’s no magic—it’s just hard work.

3. You should NEVER substitute the movie or “Sparksnotes” for actually reading a piece.  Never refer to the film version when writing about a text.  You can’t be successful by cutting corners.  You won’t be successful on the exam--that is certain.

4. You are expected to take your learning into your own hands and be responsible for your skills—you should read more than what is assigned! Look at the list—are YOU preparing yourself for the exam?  What should you read that we haven’t read?  We can’t read everything in class—step up to the plate and be responsible for your learning. 

5. You should plan to do “outside” preparation and practice for the exam. We won’t get it all done in “class time”, just like you won’t in college.   You will only get out of it what you put into it.  Challenge yourself!
6. You will NOT complain (at least in class!) about the workload or expectations.  You will be competing, nationally, with the best of the best students in the country in May.  You must be ready and willing to work very hard for yourself.  
7. You will act in a mature manner about the material we read, watch and discuss.  Issues that might, from a specific cultural viewpoint, be considered controversial, including references to ethnicities, nationalities, religions, races, dialects, gender, or class are often represented artistically in works of literature. Recognize the universal value of literary art that probes difficult and harsh life experiences and so deepen understanding.  A fair representation of issues and peoples may occasionally include controversial material.  *Since AP students have chosen a program that directly involves them in college-level work, the AP English Literature course depends on a level of maturity consistent with the age of college freshmen who have engaged in thoughtful analysis of literary texts.  AP students should have the maturity, the skill, and the will to seek the larger meaning through thoughtful research, and this thoughtfulness is both fair and owed to the art and to the author.  You will respect the rights of your peers and instructor when having open discussion of controversial topics.  We may disagree, but we will conduct ourselves appropriately and with respect for one another and our views and opinions.  The materials and content for this course have already been through the AP and Collegeboard auditing process.  Therefore, we will be unable to provide alternate assignments for films or texts.   I would expect you to sign up for and attend the weekly office hours if you want additional help or would like to conference with me regarding your grade or individual assignment evaluations.  I will expect you to attend the parent/teacher conferences (mom and dad too!) on your own behalf.
Here is a sampling of some of the materials that may be used in our class:
· The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
· Oedipus Rex by Sophocles

· Beowulf by The Beowulf Poet

· Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer

· The King James Bible—selections from
· Candide by Voltaire

· Paradise Lost by Milton
· A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens; film text (1984)

· Dracula by Bram Stoker

· Great Expectations by Charles Dickens; Disney film 

· Wuthering Heights by Bronte
· Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

· Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
· A Doll’s House and Hedda Gabler  by Henrik Ibsen

· The Taming of the Shrew and Macbeth by William Shakespeare
· How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines. By Foster, Thomas C.
· The Secret Sharer and Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
· The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde  and clips from “Wilde:  The Life of Oscar Wilde”, the film
· Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky
· Frankenstein: A Modern Prometheus by Mary Shelley and selected clips from the Brannaugh film (1994)
· Poetry (16th century through modern poets)
· Nonfiction readings as related
· Film texts may include:  Dead Poets Society (1989), The Taming of the Shrew (BBC production, 1980),  Much Ado about Nothing (1993); 
September 6, 2011
Welcome AP Lit Crew! 
Please review the AP Literature Syllabus/Handbook and be sure you understand the course expectations and requirements.  If, after review, you feel this is not the right class for you, immediately make an appointment to have your schedule changed in the Student Services Office.
If you are staying in the class, return this signed form to Mrs. Davidson no later than Monday, September 12th. 

Feel free to contact me with any questions you have at kdavidson@tkschools.org.

We are going to work really hard, but we’ll have a great year!  I’m very excited!!!
Mrs. K. Davidson

*******************************************************************

“We have read through the AP Literature Syllabus/Handbook and understand the expectations for the course, including summer assignments, due dates, and course content”.
Student’s Name (please print)
Student signature

Parent/Guardian signature (if student is not 18)
