A.P. Literature; The Canterbury Tales

The Canterbury Tales:  Prologue
Analyzing Tone
The tone of a literary work expresses the writer’s attitude toward the work’s subject or characters.  An ironic tone expresses an attitude toward a subject that is different from what is actually felt.  In “The Prologue”, the narrator’s descriptions are detached or understated when he is actually being critical.  He may also say the opposite of what he really thinks (verbal irony).  Find passages in “The Prologue” that reveal the narrator’s tone toward the characters.  Record them in the chart below.  Be sure to include the text and line number.  An example is give for you.

	Character
	What the Narrator Says
	What the Narrator Means

	The Yeoman


	He was a proper forester, I guess. (Line 121)
	Chaucer’s description of the yeoman seems a bit overdone, maybe he feels that the Yeoman is too concerned with his appearance and thinks too much of himself overall.  He “looks” the part—but is he really a good yeoman?

	The Nun (Prioress)

	
	

	The Monk

	
	

	Character
	What the Narrator Says
	What the Narrator Means

	The Friar


	
	

	The Merchant


	
	

	The Sergeant at Law


	
	

	The Guild


	
	

	The Skipper


	
	

	Character
	What the Narrator Says
	What the Narrator Means

	The Doctor
	
	

	The Miller
	
	

	The Manciple
	
	

	The Reeve
	
	

	The Summoner
	
	

	The Pardoner
	
	


