AP Literature Interview Assignment
from The Canterbury Tales; “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”

Please interview one of each of the following.  Record his/her comments, quotes and ideas, but also comment on reactions or connotations you perceived during the interview.  Please name the person you interviewed and indicate his/her age.  They can be strangers, or someone you know, or a combination of.  Don’t let them get away with a one-word answer—elicit from them their ideas, reasons for their response, etc.  Explain that this is for a school project and to be serious and thoughtful.
The age old question, and that asked in “The Wife of Bath’s Tale” is:  

“What is the thing that women most desire?”

1. A woman aged 30-55: (possibly your mom or aunt)

2. A man aged 30-55; (possibly your dad)

3. A woman over the age of 60 (possibly a grandma)

4. A man aged 60+ (possibly a grandpa)

5. A woman or man in their 20’s or in college.
6. A teenage girl-not in AP Lit
7. A teenage guy-not in AP Lit
8. Someone 12 or younger.
Please write up your interview responses and details and your final assessments on the issues.    Be ready to share in class and hand in the written answers.  Be able to synthesize your ideas from these responses.  What have you learned?  How does age/life experience change the responses?
Example:

“I interviewed my grandma, Pat Britton.  She is 95 years old.  At first she laughed at this question and said “shopping, sweetie!”, but then she thought more about it and said “A woman most wants financial security for herself and her family”.  We talked more about it and she told me how tough life was as a young mom during the depression and how poor they were.  Grandpa worked two jobs and they had five children to feed.  They were lucky if they had a whole chicken to eat (and share between seven of them) for supper.  She and my grandpa would each eat a chicken wing so the kids could have most of the meat—and they weren’t always lucky enough to have meat every day of the week.  She spoke about how hard those times were, and how scared she was for her family.  She also told me about food rations and how she had to have a coupon to buy basic staples like flour and sugar.  People who lived on farms and had access to eggs and milk were sometimes better off than those who lived in town.  She said that financial security to her didn’t mean a 401k or a nice retirement home in Florida, but a warm house, clothes, food and medicine for her kids.  She said she worked really hard so her kids wouldn’t suffer from the hard times.  I think living through the Great Depression really changed her life and her priorities and even affects her today in how she shops, how she saves and what she thinks is really important.”
