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	The Knight: Nobleman and aristocrat
	Clothes stained from battle, has been in 15 battles, fought in the Crusades
Fine horses but “he was not gaily dressed”
	Brave but modest; courteous, generous, loyal; upholds code of chivalry – truth and honor
“He was a true, a perfect Gentle-knight.”
	Highly respects the behavior and courage of the knight. He is listed first in the Prologue.  He is on the pilgrimage to give thanks to God for safe return from war.
 

	The Squire: son of the Knight

(A knight in training)


	Curly locks, 20 years old, physically strong and agile. 
Can play musical instruments, paint and write poetry. 
	He “loved so hotly that till dawn grew pale” but also shows great respect toward his father by serving him first at the table. 
	Admires the artistic and romantic talents of the Squire as well as his strength as a young knight-to-be. 


	The Yeoman – lesser nobility
He is traveling with the Knight and the Squire


	Head is “brown as a nut.” He is well armed with weapons in pristine condition. He is wearing a St. Christopher’s medal, the patron saint of travelers.
	Is he the ideal yeoman or has he never fought? ( You decide.
	Says “He was a proper forester—I guess.”
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	The Nun (Prioress) – Exhibits the manners of the aristocracy

	Wide forehead (sign of beauty), plump, has soft and red lips, wears a coral bracelet and a brooch that says “Love conquers all things.”
	Feeds fine foods to her pet dogs, speaks inferior French. Does not uphold the laws of her religious order – humility, poverty and maybe even chastity. 
	Mildly scornful or critical.  She is “coy”, counterfeit, weeps over small animals—but does she care about poor people??


	Monk – Exhibits the lifestyle of the aristocrat
	“fat and personable priest” – His bald head “shone like looking-glass”

Has fine fur trim on his cloak and a gold pin.  Rides an excellent horse.
	Has greyhounds and many hunting horses, loves the modern world, not the secluded life in a monastery. Dislikes studying books but enjoys hunting.
	Chaucer seems to agree that the “modern world’s more spacious way” is better than a life of hard work and study. “And I agreed and said his views were sound.”


	The Friar – Serves the church by being a limiter (friar who is given begging rights for a certain, limited area)
	Carries small gifts to give ladies, provides an easy penance for the right price, has a “lily white neck” and a “silver tongue”
	He spends his times in the taverns with the barmaids, not the sick and poor. He “romped, just like a puppy!” and plays the hurdy-gurdy. He fixes up marriages for the women he has impregnated. He can 
beg the last coin from a poor widow. 
	Poet/narrator has great disdain for a member of the Church who would steal from an old widow and who dallies with young girls.
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	Merchant – City class, commercial tradesman


	Wears international styles (Flemish hat and motley dress), 
	Stately in negotiation; intelligent, but hides the fact he is in terrible debt
	Says “He was an excellent fellow all the same.” Does he enjoy the merchant’s company or is this sarcasm?


	Oxford cleric – theology student at Oxford
	Threadbare clothes and horse as thin “as a rake,” owns 20 books (A fortune in the Middle Ages!!!)

An older student; he has been in college for some time
	Sober stare, serious, not a great conversationalist, respectful in the extreme. 

“The thought of moral virtue filled his speech, and he would gladly learn, and gladly teach.”

	Seems to respect the scholarly aspects of the cleric and his prayerful nature.  Respectful, virtuous, “lofty” thoughts and speech.


	Sergeant at the Law – An estate lawyer
	Wears a “homely parti-colored coat, girt with a silken belt of pinstripe stuff.”
	Very wise, skilled and talented. Never loses a case, has a great deal of wealth and works near St. Paul’s Cathedral
	Seems to admire the riches and intelligence of the lawyer but claims he is “less busy than he seems to be”.  He likes to memorize laws to look learned.
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	Franklin – Country gentleman who as held minor political offices 
	Snow white beard with rose red cheeks and a cheerful personality. Always has the best foods and wines on his table and freely shares with his neighbors and townsfolk.
	Epicurus’ son – the belief that happiness is the most important goal in life. This happiness comes from living well and enjoying fine food and drink
	Friendly, likes that he shares with everyone.  Says “he was a model among landed gentry.”


	The Guild (haberdasher, dyer, carpenter, weaver and carpet-maker)
	Impressive livery, trim and new gear.  Nice knives of purest silver; wealthy businessmen
	Likes to display their wealth and wisdom—says they would make a good “alderman” or town councilor.  Their wives are pushy “declared their due”; want to be called “madam” and been seen in church being treated “like a queen”
	Showy wealth by this guild, pushy wives “up and comers” in society.


	Cook
	Has open sores on his knees that are oozing pus.
	An outstanding cook who makes the best blancmange (white sauce). Has a discriminating palate and no one matches his cooking skills
	Says it is a pity that the cook has an ulcer on his knee—but he makes a great white sauce…you figure it out!  (
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	Skipper – pirate
	Wears a dagger on a cord around his neck, has a dark tan from sailing.  His ship is called the Maudelayne.  Has trouble riding a horse.
	Has no moral conscience! Kills his prisoners, steals from other ships, knows all the hidden capes and hiding places for his boat
	Describes the skipper as a thief and a murderer.  Says “certainly he was an excellent fellow” and then talks about how he steals and murders.  He is an excellent sailor, however.


	The Doctor – Astronomer and alchemist
	Wears “blood red garments, slashed with bluish gray and lined with taffeta,” has a special love of gold, eats a strict diet of digestives
	While he can read the stars, he and other pharmacists make a profit by selling fake medicines. He made a fortune during the plague.  No one alive could talk as well as he did about medicine and surgery.
	Poet points out that the doctor does not read the Bible much. Then why is he on this religious pilgrimage?  Says he was “a perfect practicing physician”.   In cahoots with the apothecaries—each making money off each other’s guile.


	Woman (or Wife) of Bath – lives in Bath, England
	Fat, gapped-teeth, red stockings, many head scarves, somewhat deaf, has had 5 husbands (legally) and all have died; a professional pilgrim who has been to Jerusalem and all throughout Europe
	She loves to laugh and chat and is an expert in all matters related to love.  She gets angry if anyone walks in front of her in church.  Had lovers as a younger woman.  Knows the remedies for love’s “mischances”
	Finds her amusing…Why is she on this pilgrimage???
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	Plowman
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	The Manciple


	
	
	

	The Reeve


	
	
	

	The Summoner
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	The Pardoner


	
	
	

	The Narrator, himself


	
	
	

	The Innkeeper of The Tabard Inn

	
	
	


