College English A; Their Eyes Were Watching God

Figurative Language and Plot Devices

Figurative Language:  Any expression that stretches the meaning of words beyond their literal meaning. In literature, it is a way of saying one thing and meaning something else. While figurative language provides a writer with the opportunity to write imaginatively, it also tests the imagination of the reader, forcing the reader to go below the surface of a literary work into deep, hidden meanings.  Example are:
· Metaphor:  a figure of speech in which a comparison is implied by analogy but is not stated; the comparison of two unlike things without the use of “like” or “as” (eg. “…us colored folks is branches without roots.” page 15)

· Simile:  a comparison of two unlike things using “like” or “as” (eg. “Janie saw her life like a great tree in leaf with things suffered, things enjoyed, things done and undone.”   page 8)

· Personification:  a metaphorical figure of speech in which animals, ideas, things, etc. are represented as having human qualities (eg. “…the night time put on flesh and blackness.”, page 10)

· Allusion:  an implicit reference to art, history, a literary or Biblical character, event, or element (eg. “…tellin’ ‘bout Sherman takin’ Atlanta.” page 16 and Jim Crow, p. 171)

· Irony:  a contradiction or incongruity between appearance or expectation and reality; a figure of speech in which the literal meaning of the words is the opposite of their intended meaning; an incongruity or discrepancy between an anticipated and realized outcome (eg. If Nanny “…wanted to preach a great sermon about colored women sittin’ on high, but they wasn’t no pulpit for me.”, why would she be marrying Janie off to an older man she did not love? page 16)

· Alliteration:  the repetition of initial sounds in neighboring or stressed syllables (eg. “…hopeful humanity, herded and hovered…” and “…clanged and clamored, p. 131)

Literary Device:  A literary technique that produces a specific effect; (eg. a figure of speech, plot device; narrative style.)
· Suspense:  the sustained interest in a narrative created by delaying the resolution of the conflict (eg. Suspense is created later in the novel in the description of the approaching hurricane.)

· Foreshadowing:  any clue or hint of future events in a narrative (eg.  There is also foreshadowing of the hurricane as the Indians are leaving the Everglades for higher grounds.)

· Flashback:  A reference to an event which took place prior to the beginning of a story or play.    
