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Course Syllabus College English-A
2011-2012
Course: College English (12th grade)
Instructor:  Mrs. Kelly Davidsontc "Instructor\:  Ms. Cebelak"
Classroom: Room 512
E-mail:  kdavidson@tkschools.orgtc "E-mail\:  lcebelak@tk.k12.mi.us"
Phone:  269-795-5400 X 4466 
Class Website:  http://learn.tkschools.org/kdavidson
Course Description
Students will develop effective communication and literacy skills through rigorous and relevant units of instruction and engaging learning experiences by focusing on the key disposition of Leadership Qualities.

The Michigan Merit Curriculum features essential questions to accompany this 12th grade disposition.  Our two anchor texts, Their Eyes Were Watching God and 1984, feature some or all of the essential questions for the featured disposition, as each essential question relates to the unit selections. Viewing the film, Their Eyes Were Watching God and clips of other films/media will fulfill ELA state standards that ask students to examine mass media, film and support for developing critical viewing strategies to construct meaning beyond the literal level.  Linking texts (articles, lyrics, poetry etc.) will be provided to students throughout the course.  These discrepant texts provide seeing the big idea (theme) from a totally different prospective and/or to expose students to different genres or mediums that mirrors the theme.
 Included this course is a strong focus on college essay writing that includes writing for college entrance applications and scholarships.  An introductory research unit for the college level is included in this course that includes seeking information beyond secondary sources.  
Course Rationale

The primary objective of the English Department at Thornapple Kellogg High School is to provide our students with the skills to become lifelong learners.  In order to achieve this, the department will assist students in constructing and conveying meaning through a variety of learning activities including reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and presenting.  These learning experiences will help form individuals who are analytical, who can reflect and evaluate, and who can use their knowledge for a variety of purposes, audiences, and situations.  Students will have opportunities to work both independently and cooperatively to inculcate the skills that will prepare them for success in the twenty-first century.  
Text/Novels
All texts will be provided for you in class.  You will be required to sign out and sign in for all assigned texts.  It is important that you return all texts or you will be charged for the text(s) on your final senior bill.  It is best to turn all books into me, and not another teacher or the office, to reduce the chance of having a text be misplaced.  Our anchor texts, Their Eyes Were Watching God and 1984 will be supplemented with articles, poetry, music and technology.  
Late Work Policy

The Language Arts Department believes that it is necessary to set fair timetables in which to complete homework and assignments.  We allow adequate time for students to complete their work and often provide time in class and in labs to do so. Any assignments not submitted when called for on the due date will be considered late.  Due dates for priority assignments (i.e. formal compositions) will be set well in advance.   For all other work, the department’s late policy for English class is as follows:

· All assignments are due at the beginning of the period unless otherwise directed by the teacher. 

· No late daily work/homework is accepted! 

· Other late assignments are graded as follows:  

1. Two class meetings late will result in a 20% reduction in final grade. 

2. Three to five class meetings late will result in a 50% reduction in final grade. 

3. Assignments will not be accepted for credit after the second class meeting.  If the student wishes to turn in the missing work after the second class meeting to receive “credit” for completion, you may do so, but no grade will be given. 

· No late work for class presentations will be accepted.

Make-Up Work

Make-Up work as a result of an officially excused absence is the responsibility of the student.  *Please check the class website for assignments and handouts before you see me.  See the TK handbook for Make-Up policies.  There is no make-up procedure for work that has an announced due date - no exception.
Homework

Work in College English comes not as a steady stream, but as sizable chunks.  You must learn to pace your assignments over the weeknights or major writing assignments over the weekends in conjunction with work from other classes and extracurricular-mandated time.  I reserve the right to change due dates of assignments as deemed necessary.  Check with me during school or email me if you do not understand any particular assignment.  Please do not wait until the last minute to start homework and then find you have questions.
Policies and Procedures

All work you submit should be your best, revised, QUALITY work.  It will be returned to you if it is not.  Do it right the first time!  All assignments are due at the beginning of the class unless you are told otherwise.

1.  All compositions should be word processed according to MLA format.  No exceptions! Please print assignments out BEFORE you come to class—you will not be allowed to go to the lab to print work out once class has begun.  Be prepared!
2.  Any other papers or required class work should be submitted in traditional blue or black ink.  Pencil is not acceptable for most assignments. Please do not use pencils, markers, or other colors of pens or ink—it will not be accepted.
3.  Do not use paper ripped from a spiral-bound notebook.

4.  Always use the correct heading on papers you submit.
5.  You must read for the entire time during SSR.
Plagiarism/Cheating

Plagiarism is claiming someone else’s work as your own.  Any material taken from another source must be cited and quoted.  Plagiarism is illegal.  It will result in an automatic zero for the assignment plagiarized.

Please refer to the TKHS Student Handbook for policy regarding cheating or other forms of academic dishonesty.  You are never to copy another student’s work and call it your own.  

Work Ethically

All students are expected to follow a code of honor--to be honest and trustworthy.  This trust is necessary for a positive working environment.  I ask you not to lower yourself in either my eyes, or more importantly, in your own.  I cannot stress how important it is for you to own your work, not give it away or take it from others.
Class Participation
1.  This includes attendance, attention, contribution to discussion and preparation.  You must bring the tools necessary to participate (assigned novel, paper/notebook/binder SSR book and blue or black ink pen).

2.  Daily participation is essential both as an individual and with your group(s).  You are expected to be a quality contributor to your own education and to our classroom.  This includes coming to class prepared and completing any reading, studying or assignments before class.

Tardy Policy

As in all work, school and social situations, it is important to be punctual and prepared.  You are expected to be seated with your SSR book out and ready to read 1 minute after the bell rings.  Persistent tardiness will result in disciplinary action.
Grading Policy/Assessment

Two primary kinds of grades are earned in this class:

1.  Process grades - These are grade you achieve in the process of learning
     class material (including class discussions, class work, homework, grammar 
     and vocabulary assignments)

2.  Product grades - These are grade you achieve that show knowledge and 
     mastery of material (including exams, quizzes, essays, projects, 
     discussions).

For most major assignments, I will provide the rubrics or explain the expectations that I will use to assess your work.

The grading scale for College English is:
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Sustained Silent Reading (SSR)

You will have the opportunity to read a book of your choice, for your enjoyment, every day in class. We will use this book to work on grammar/writing and comprehension strategies as well. We will discuss SSR and appropriate book selections in class.  You will be required to have a library card for this course. 

Materials for class:
· Valid TK or Lakenet Library card

· (1 inch) 3-ring binder with 5 tabs (for this class only)

· Pens/highlighters/No. 2 pencil as needed
· Flash drive or email account 
· SSR – outside reading book (every day)

____________________________________________________
Do not detach. Please keep this in your 3-ring binder.
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