
English 11-A:   Midterm Assessment Review 

The midterm assessment format will be the same as your other English final and midterm assessments.  

Overall Unit Focus:
 Technology: Examining the Potential for Enhancing Human Life
Theme:  Man’s potential for transforming his world is limitless.

· There will be an art/viewing section with accompanying excerpts and multiple choice questions.

· There will be three reading selections dealing with the overall theme of “man’s potential for transforming his world”.  They may be fiction or nonfiction.

· For two of the reading selections, there will be Close and Critical Reading Questions for you to answer in writing.

1. What does the text say? (briefly summarize the reading selection at the literal level).

2. How does it say it?  In other words, how does the author develop the text to convey his/her purpose? (Discuss the genre, format, organization, features, diction, syntax, tone and any other stylistic traits).

3. What does the text mean? (In your own words, synthesize the piece to determine and discuss the main message/theme/concept the author is trying to get across to the reader.

4. So what?  (What does the message/theme/concept mean in your life and/or in the lives of others?  Why is it worth sharing/telling?  What significance does it have to your life and/or to the lives of others?  Text to world/ text to self connections).

· There will be 30 multiple choice questions—some on each reading selection individually and some will be cross-text questions.
· Grammar and Rhetoric:  This ACT style assessment consists of twenty-five underlined words and phrases in context or general questions about the passages.  Most of the underline passages contain errors or inappropriate expressions.  You are asked to compare each with the four alternatives in the answer column.  Concepts covered will be what we studied in class this year:  punctuation, sentence structure, grammar, and rhetorical style.
· Persuasive Writing Essay:  This will be a 30 minute timed writing in which you will receive a prompt regarding a controversial issue.  You will take a position on this issue, writing about either one of the two points of view given, or you may present a different point of view on this question.  You will need to take a stand and create a thesis statement, use three (3) specific reasons and (3) specific examples to support your position.  You must also address the complexity of this issue by addressing the counter argument, discussing it and then refuting it with reasons. 
*Below are some terms you might find on the exam.  It would be helpful if you knew these words.
You may use these notes on the assessment!

Words found within “The Astronomer”-pg 4:

· Cohesiveness:

· conception:

· resonance:

· Classical and Baroque periods:

· Astrologer/astronomer:

· equilibrium:

Words from questions 1-12, pgs. 5-6:

· cartography:

· parabolas:

· antagonistic:

Words from Reading Selection A: pgs. 8-9:
· excerpt:

· articulation:

· The Enlightenment:

· isthmus

· sceptic:

· stoic:

· Plato:

· empyreal:

Words from Reading Selection B: pg. 9:
· sordid:

· boon:

· pagan:

· Proteus:

· Triton:

Words from Reading Selection C: pgs 10-13
· moralistic:

· allegorical:

· incinerator:

· Baal:

· okapi:

Words/terms from Multiple Choice Questions 13-43: pgs. 14-18
·  form of a sonnet:

· heroic couplet:

· blank verse:

· free verse:

· metrical feet (meter):

· imagery

· diction

· allusion

· rhyme scheme

· octave (poetry term)

· genres of realistic fiction, romantic fiction, science fiction, historical fiction

· personification

· simile

· indictment (vocab)

· allegory 

· legend

· memoir

· editorial

· innuendo

· satire

· irony

· parody

· onomatopoeia
